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On May 11, Mucio Teixeira, agronomy engineer and representative of FEEMA, a local
environmental protection organization, told the Agence France-Presse that gold miners and
fisherfolk have caused soil erosion and water pollution in the central western wetlands (pantanal).
The 280,000 sq.km. pantanal, located in Mato Grosso state, is the world's largest ornithological
reserve. The wetlands are also home to over 6,000 insect, 400 animal, and 400 fish species. According
to Teixeira, the approximately 60,000 gold miners in the area have already polluted five drainage
systems and 14 rivers linked to the pantanal. If current levels of mining activity continue, he said, the
pantanal will be destroyed in three to five years. (Source: Agence France-Presse, 05/11/92)
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